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Commercial General Liability Participant Exclusion

Under the CGL Special Events Program, the Participant Exclusion is often a standard endorsement
on the Commercial General Liability (CGL) policy. It cleanly separates the insured's liabilities by
carving out injuries to individuals actively involved in the event operations or attractions while
maintaining coverage for standard third-party premises liability (spectators and the public).

Here is how a participant is defined and distinguished from a spectator or the general public under
this program:

1. Definition of a "Participant"

Under special event guidelines, a participant is broadly defined as any individual who is part of the
performance, production, or active execution of the event, or who engages directly in an activity or
contest. This includes:

« Performers & Talent: Entertainers, musicians, DJs, actors, and public speakers.

e Event Personnel & Crew: Stagehands, audio/visual crew, independent contractors, and
vendors working on-site.

e Active Event Attendants: Any customer, guest, or audience member who transitions from
watching to actively taking part in an exhibition, athletic contest, or interactive attraction (e.g.,
entering a contest, stepping onto a stage, or playing in a sponsored sporting game).

2. Distinguishing Participants from Spectators and the General Public

To understand who is covered by the core general liability policy versus who is excluded, insurance
underwriters look strictly at the individual's role at the exact time of the injury:

Attribute Participant (Excluded) Spectator / General Public (Covered)

Actively executing, performing, or directly
Core Role engaging in the event's scheduled activities
or attractions.

Passively watching, attending, or
visiting the venue or event premises.

An attendee or guest slips and falls on

Typical A musician trips over an amplifier on stage; .
. . a wet dance floor or trips over an
Exposure an athlete pulls a muscle or collides with . .
. . extension cord running through a
Scenario another player during a tournament.

walkway.
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Inherent risk of the performance, sport, or Premises liability and general

Risk Category L . .
work activity itself. operational negligence.

Carved out of standard General Liability.
Protected under the core Each

Policy Requires separate specialized coverage
o o ; Occurrence and General Aggregate
Treatment (e.g., Participant Legal Liability or Accident . o )
Medical) limits of the General Liability policy.
edical).

Summary Exposure Rules

If a member of the general public or a spectator is simply standing on the premises and gets injured
due to the event's setup (like a falling light fixture or a slip-and-fall), they are fully covered under the
core special event liability policy. However, the moment a person steps across the barrier to
participate (e.g., a spectator participating in an athletic event or stunt), they become a "participant,”
and bodily injury coverage under the standard general liability form is immediately falls under the
participant exclusion. For example, a horse show spectator enters an area to compete in an event.

Participants Legal Liability is a specialized insurance coverage that protects an event organizer,
sponsor, or venue against lawsuits filed by participants who are injured while taking part in an event.

As established, a standard Commercial General Liability (CGL) policy for special events explicitly
excludes bodily injury to participants via a Participant Exclusion Endorsement (treating them
differently from spectators or the general public). Participants Legal Liability acts as the bridge that
buys back or restores liability protection for those specific excluded claims. This coverage is not
available for all types of athletic participants e.g. equine or rodeo event participants, racing
competitions and other high risk sports.

While the participant exclusion itself is highly durable, an insurer could be forced to provide coverage
or a legal defense under a few specific circumstances:

Ambiguity in the "Participant" Definition: If the injured person's role at the exact time of the
incident was ambiguous (e.g., a volunteer who had clocked out and was acting as a spectator when
injured), courts will construe the ambiguity against the insurer and rule that the exclusion does not

apply.
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