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Insuring Hard To Place Concerts & Musical Performances 

Placing commercial general liability (CGL) insurance on rap and hip-hop or heavy metal  

artists, promoters, and live performances is highly specialized. Standard event carriers 

frequently exclude these genres entirely due to historical risk profiles. To secure coverage 

through specialty entertainment markets, underwriters evaluate the specific operational 

risk profile rather than relying solely on broad genre assumptions.  

Underwriters typically require extensive documentation across five primary areas 

COMPREHENSIVE SECURITY AND CROWD CONTROL PLANS  

Standard general liability policies often carry an assault and battery exclusion, 

underwriters require a detailed, vetted security strategy to minimize physical altercations.  

* Security Personnel Ratios: A documented ratio of licensed, professional security guards 

relative to the venue's crowd capacity. A copy of the security agreement is usually required. 

* Local Law Enforcement Involvement: Proof of coordination with local police 

departments, including hired o:-duty o:icers for perimeter and crowd control.  

* Patron Screening Protocols: Optional use of metal detectors, wands, and strict ID/bag-

checking procedures at all entrances for some events.  

* Barricades and Stage Protection: Physical staging requirements (e.g., Mojo barricades) to 

prevent crowd surges, stage storming, or contact with the artist.  

CONTRACTUAL RISK TRANSFER AND INSURANCE CERTIFICATES  

Underwriters will not issue a policy unless risk is legally and financially distributed among 

all parties involved.  

* Additional Insured Status: The artist, promoter, and venue must mutually extend their 

liability policies to name each other as Additional Insureds.  

* Indemnification Agreements: Signed performance contracts containing hold-harmless 

clauses that insulate the promoter or venue from liability caused by third-party actions.  

* Third-Party Vendor Certificates: Proof that third-party entities—such as private security 

firms, lighting companies, and sound crews—carry their own standalone general liability 

and workers' compensation coverage.  
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ARTIST HISTORY AND LYRICAL RISK ASSESSMENT  

Underwriters conduct background checks on the specific performing acts to gauge 

potential volatility.  A list of all performing artists is normally required. 

* Past Event Loss History: A clean track record showing no structural damage, riots, or 

significant injuries at the artist's past 3 to 5 tour stops.  

* Criminal Record Checks: Evaluation of whether the performing artists or their immediate 

entourages have active felony charges or histories of violent o:enses.  

* Public Safety Profile: Assessment of whether the artist’s public persona or performance 

history involves inciting crowds to bypass security or rush the stage.  

VENUE MECHANICS AND ALCOHOL MANAGEMENT  

The physical location and the presence of alcohol drastically a:ect the premium and policy 

eligibility.  

* Venue Infrastructure: A preference for established, permanently constructed venues 

(arenas, amphitheaters, and music clubs) over temporary outdoor sites or warehouses.  

* Strict Liquor Liability Controls: If alcohol is sold, underwriters mandate a certified 

concessionaire (TIPS or TAM trained) to manage Liquor Liability and prevent over-service.  

* Age Restrictions: Events designated as 18+ or 21+ are generally easier to underwrite than 

all-ages shows due to reduced risks involving unattended minors.  

PRODUCTION HAZARDS AND SPECIAL EFFECTS  

Any addition to the stage environment must be disclosed during the application process.  

* Pyrotechnics and FX: Detailed pyrotechnic plans require a separate, specialized rider, 

licensed pyrotechnicians, and local fire department permits.  

* Mosh Pits or Open Floors: Venues utilizing fully open general admission floors face higher 

premiums than those utilizing fixed, reserved seating structures due to increased slip-and-

fall hazards.  
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To move forward with placing coverage, underwriting must know:  

* What is the MAXIMUM CROWD CAPACITY of the venue?  

* What is the anticipated CROWD ATTENDENCE for the propsoed event?  

* Are you insuring a SINGLE PERFORMANCE, a MULTI-CITY TOUR, or the ARTIST'S OVERALL 

ANNUAL OPERATIONS?  

* Has the venue already requested specific MINIMUM LIABILITY LIMITS (e.g., $1M/$2M or 

$5M+ aggregate)? 

 

Practical Requirements to Obtain a QuoteProvide complete information upfront: 

• Event dates, venue details, expected attendance. 

• Full artist list and profiles. 

• Detailed security plan/sta:ing ratios. 

• Alcohol details. 

• Loss history, venue contracts, and any special e:ects. 

• For non-appearance: health info, itinerary, budget. 

Plan ahead, especially for well-known artists—specialty placement takes time. Work with 

brokers experienced in entertainment/hip-hop risks (e.g., those accessing specialty 

markets rather than standard carriers). Coverage is subject to underwriting review, carrier 

guidelines, state rules, and the specific risk characteristics; it is not guaranteed.  

Requirements and availability can vary by carrier, state, event size, and individual 

circumstances.  For a specific quote, contact American Insurance Specialists by visiting  

https://www.eqgroup.com/concert_rock-rap/ .  Full event details are required to o:er a 

bindable proposal. 

 


